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What's New - Fall 2002

Drelssigacker Racing Oars shipped after November 1, 2002 will have:

« A lighter weight blade
« A new sleeve and collar system

Our "2003 Blades™ are 10% lighter,
« This decrease in outboard weight results in a significanm
improvement in feel, especially when combined with the
features of the new sheeve,

= Blade construction now uses all carbon surfaces rather
than the fiberglass and carbon Ly -up of our previous
blades. Strength and stiffness are also improved,

Scull mad Seveap Smoothie Blade

Our black sloeve uses now geomatry and low friction
matarial,

= The nterface of this sieeve and the oarlock holds your
oar mone securely in the two positions you want while
rmowing: fully squared and fully feathered. Particularly
i to this design is the Improved stability provided
Just before the catch, when your oar is squared but not
yet in the water. This assures that you are in the rigivt
position to start the next stroke,

= A fow friction material s used to make both the sleeve
and cofar 5o it takes bess effort to square and feather
the oar.

» The combination of reduced friction and mone stable
Interface promotes a relaxed upper body and less hand
and arm fatigue,

Off the water, you will appreciate these design
features:

s A stainless steel band clamp secures the collar to
the sleave. Only one screw needs to be Hghbemsed
to adjust the inboard. And the band damp
ensures that the collar will not stretch andfor sfip.

= Interlocking teeth on the collar and sleeve allow
for one-quarter-centimeter increments of
adjustmoent over a 12-centimeter range for both
sweeps and sculls. The beeth ame recessed o that
il surfaces interfacing with the oarlock are
smoath.

» The collar Is symmetric and two-skded. This means
that if your collar wears, you can fip it over and
use the other side, And If that skde wears out you can swap port for starboard and have two more
surfaces to use

Sleeve/Oarlock Interface

The: measurements indicate the contact area between sleeve and oarlpck. The larger the flat area, the more
stable the position. Measurements in the drawing ane for the soull sleeve. Measurements in the parenthesis
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The Vortex Edge

Description of the Vortex
Edgn

The Vortex Edge blade
Incorporates two features
Intended to improve blade
efficency during the first half
of the drive, The row of
features bonded to the back
surface of the tig are “yortex
generatons”™ which act on the
layer of water near the surface
of the blade o decrease drag
and inorease B The blade
perimeter tapers in towards
the tip. This Is to promote
vortex development along the blade edges, increasing iift as the angle of attack of the Bade increases.
For a discussion of the thinking and testing that has gone vt the deselopment of the Vortex Edige
please read this Oar Theory article.

Who should use the Yortex Edge

Although testing at Concept? has shown a speed advantage using the Yortex Edge, more testing needs
1o be done to confirm s universal benefil, To this date there has been no negative relponga in terms of
speed or handling,

Big blade or Smoothie
A Vortex Edge con be used with either of the Concept? blade styles.

Availability
The Vortex Edge Is avallable on new oars gt no adeditional cost,

Retrofitting your current oars
Adding the tip features and reshaping the blade can be done by anyone who i skilled in ose and boat
repalr or cutting and finishing composites. Parts will be available from Concept? at & noménal cost.

Read more about Owr Theory and On Water Tesfing
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